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The Warrant Officer Basic Course Mission.  The mission of the WOBC is to provide newly appointed warrant officers with the necessary academic and military skills training, esprit, and leadership development necessary for the transition from the enlisted ranks to the officer corps.  The WOBC stresses the duties and responsibilities of a provisional rifle platoon commander, but with the emphasis on the role of the warrant officer as a “special staff officer” to an organizational commander.  The thrust is more towards defensive operations, rear area security, and patrolling vice offensive operations.

The Warrant Officer Basic Course IS:

Since the WOBC uses the infantry model to train students, it contains an extensive field training package.  For this reason, students must report in top physical condition.  The course is rigorous and physically demanding.  Students that do not show up running a first class PFT typically struggle with the physical nature of the course.

The Warrant Officer Basic Course IS NOT:

The WOBC is not a check in the block.  It is a course designed to provide students with the basic skills and outlook necessary for a Marine officer.  Students that do not successfully complete the course may face a variety of administrative actions, among which may be repetition of the course, revocation of appointment or separation from service.

Warrant Officers and the rank structure.  

Warrant Officer (W0-1) is an appointed rank, not a commissioned one.  Warrant Officers become “commissioned” when they reach the rank of Chief Warrant Officer-2.  Warrant Officers are “appointed” by the Secretary of the Navy.  Upon being promoted to the rank of CWO-2 they receive a commission from the President of the United States.

Warrant Officers are junior company grade officers in grade and seniority.  Warrant Officers are expected to adhere to all military customs and courtesies such as saluting all commissioned officers and returning the salutes of all enlisted personnel.

Check-In Procedures.  Check-in occurs at The Basic School Headquarters in Heywood Hall (bldg 24164), second floor, in the Consolidated Administrative Center (CAC) during normal working hours, or on the first floor, with the Officer of the Day (OOD) after working hours.  Heywood Hall is located at Camp Barrett, MCB, Quantico, VA.  Service “A” or civilian business attire (coat and tie) is the uniform for check-in.  All WOBC 1-04 must check-in NLT 2359 15 February 2004.  In processing will include briefs by the company staff and supporting agencies, medical/dental screening, issue of supply gear, and vehicle registration.

Curriculum.  The WOBC curriculum is an academically intensive, infantry-oriented program consisting of 771 hours of formal instruction.  The program of instruction (POI) includes classroom instruction, field exercises, sand table exercises, and discussion groups.  You will receive a digital copy of the class handouts in the near future.  The WOBC will not be taught in the traditional style to which many of you are accustomed; the lectures will not regurgitate the student handouts.  The lectures bring out the learning points and closely follow the established learning objectives for that period of instruction.  

Physical Conditioning.  Physical conditioning is an important aspect of officer leadership.  You must report in good physical condition if you are to successfully complete the course.  The pace of the WOBC curriculum is intense and you will not have time to get in shape once you arrive.  The physical conditioning program is intended to challenge and further develop officers who already possess a high level of physical fitness.  It is not progressive in nature in that many of the most physically challenging events are executed within the construct of other events and exercises not in the context of physical training.  A progressive physical training schedule may be accessed through the TBS website.

Physical Fitness Test.  You will take one PFT during WOBC.  The PFT will be a graded event that counts towards your final grade.  

Endurance Course.  This is one of the most physically demanding courses in the Marine Corps and is actually three separate courses in one.  Uniform while running the endurance course is boots and utilities.  The endurance course begins with a single running of the obstacle course (standard O’Course).  After donning a load-bearing vest, service rifle, helmet, and pack, students run the Echo Trail, followed by the Stamina Course.  The Echo Trail and Stamina Course cover over five miles of rugged terrain, littered with natural and man-made obstacles.  On average, the course takes over seventy minutes to complete.  Successful completion of this course cannot be waived and is a requirement for graduation.  

Land Navigation.  The land navigation program is one of the most challenging in the U. S. Armed Forces.  Instruction includes mapping skills, terrain analysis and numerous day and night practical application exercises.  Students are reminded that the advanced land navigation exercises and the land navigation final examination are physically demanding and cover great distances across rugged terrain.  Land navigation exercises and evaluations will be conducted as an individual effort.

Swim Requirements.  MCO 1500.52B requires all officers to be Combat Water Survival, Second Class (CWS2).  All incoming students should complete this qualification prior to reporting to TBS and have it entered in their Basic Training Record (BTR) via the Marine Corps Total Force System (MCTFS).  This requirement has been a major obstacle for WOBC students in past years, with some of the officers qualifying in the final days prior to graduation.  This qualification cannot be waived; it is a requirement for graduation.  Officers reporting at CWS2 or higher will not be required to re-qualify or upgrade during the WOBC, provided the qualification is appropriately documented.  Remedial swim qualification training for those who need it is mandatory and is scheduled after working hours and on weekends.  If you are not CWS2 currently and can take care of this requirement before reporting, doing so will undoubtedly save you time at TBS that you can use for other things.

Military Appearance and Height/Weight Standards.  MCO 6100.1013, Weight Control and Military Appearance, will be strictly enforced.  All students will be weighed in at the start of the course.

Field Training.  Training in offensive/defensive tactics, patrolling, rear area security operations, military operations other than war, and basic weaponry are all part of the POI.

Writing Skills Self-Paced Text.  The Basic School’s Writing Skills Self-Paced Text is designed to aid an officer in evaluating his or her writing ability.  You will be tested on this material during the first week of the WOBC.  Many students have found this portion of the course to be surprisingly challenging.  Officers must achieve a satisfactory score on this test prior to graduation.  If you find any part of the self-paced text difficult, you are strongly advised to seek assistance prior to your arrival at TBS.  Upon arriving at TBS students should have completed Unit 1.  Bring both the self-paced text, with Unit 1 completed, and any questions with you.  Comprehension and completion of the self-paced text will assist you in writing your military autobiography.  Go to the TBS  website, then click WOBC to access the writing skills self-paced text.

Military Autobiography.  Each student will write and submit his/her military autobiography detailing family and educational backgrounds, reason(s) for becoming a United States Marine and warrant officer, and complete military background.  Military background should include important dates, accomplishments, duty stations, and assignments, and future aspirations.  An electronic copy of your autobiography should be sent to CWO-2 Albert Martinez at mailto:martineza@tecom.usmc.mil, and one signed copy should be turned in upon arrival to TBS.  Use pages 49 and 50 of the Naval Correspondence Manual (SECNAVINST 5216.5D) for the format example.  Autobiographies should be addressed to the Commanding Officer, The Basic School, via (1) Staff Platoon Commander, (2) Commanding Officer, Company I.

Professional Military Education (PME). 

Before reporting to TBS select readings should be completed in order to enhance student preparedness and participation during classroom instruction and discussion groups.  In addition to Unit 1 of the Writing Skills Self-Paced Text students should complete MCDP-1 (Warfighting) and MSTP Pamphlet 5-0.2 (Operational Planning Team Guide Parts I through IV).  Links to these publications may be accessed through the TBS website.

Students will be required to read certain books and publications throughout your instruction at TBS.  These books will be used to support leadership discussions dealing with officer conduct, philosophy, and ethics.  You will also be required to purchase some of them on your own.  Books may be purchased through the Marine Corps Association Bookstore or on-line at www.mca-marines.org.  Required reading includes The Armed Forces Officer (chapters 1,3,4,and 5), Battle Leadership, and The Soldier’s Load and Mobility of a Nation.

Students are also highly encouraged to complete the Warfighting MCI prior to commencing WOBC.  As mentioned previously, this is an infantry-based course with a heavy emphasis on basic tactics.  Also, you would be well served to thoroughly review the MCWP 5-1 (Marine Corps Planning Process), FMFM 1-0 (Leading Marines), and the Guidebook for Marines.  These publications should be available through your command.  MCDPs and MCWPs may also be accessed through links found on the TBS website.

Accommodations.  While attending the WOBC, students will be required to maintain a room in the BOQ at TBS, Camp Barrett.  The rooms are not large, two students at a minimum share a room and four students share the head facilities.  The rooms contain a rack, dressers, desks, and a small refrigerator.  Recommended items to bring for the rooms are TVs, iron, and ironing board.  In the BOQ, many living expenses are the option of the student; phones and cable television are optional.  Warrant Officers that reside in Quantico and the local area of northern Virginia are authorized to maintain their residence until the completion of WOBC and the receipt of orders.

Expenses.  TBS is financially demanding for WOBC students.  In addition to the PME expenses discussed above and the expense of officer uniforms, expect to contribute about $45.00 per month for the company-operating fund.  This fund pays for the company mess night, cruise books, photos, mixers, and other functions the company will hold.  Also be prepared to pay for all housekeeping items (mops, brooms, toilet paper, etc.).  Room cleanliness is the individual student’s responsibility.  During field exercises you will be required to possess an adequate supply of MREs.  MREs are purchased through TBS supply at an approximate cost of $27.00 per case.  If you already have an adequate stock of MREs, you may bring them with you and not buy them here.  You will need approximately 25-30 MREs.  Be sure to bring personal checks with you to TBS; cash and credit cards will not be accepted by certain agencies. 

The Navy Mutual Aid Society and the Marine Corps Federal Credit Union offer low interest “career starter” loans to students upon arrival, ($5,000 at approx. 2%).  This loan is optional, not a requirement.  Also, the Marine Corps Exchange (MCX) and the Marine Shop each have a uniform payment plan for students.  MCX, for example will provide an interest free loan on uniforms for up to 18 months.

Officer Club Membership.  Unless you’ve already joined an Officer’s Club, you should expect to join the Officer’s Club here at Quantico.  The monthly fees are about $18.00.  You will receive many benefits from joining the officer’s club.

Recommended/Required Items.

	Recommended
	Required

	
	

	Laundry bags
	Map protractor

	Towels
	Military style flashlight

	3x5 cards
	Military glasses (if needed)

	Sewing kit
	Dog tags/chain

	Tupperware containers
	Cammie paint

	Insect repellent
	Alarm clock

	Can opener, utensils
	Watch

	Black gloves
	Field/PT cammies (serviceable)

	Dictionary
	Map pens

	Scrub brush
	Safety goggles

	Tick repellent (DEET)
	School Supplies


Computers.  Although not required, you may bring a personal computer and printer to TBS.  This is strictly optional, and students have no problem completing the course without using a computer.  If you would like to use a computer but do not have your own, TBS houses computer labs located in both O’Bannon and Graves Halls.

Uniforms.

You are required to possess ALL officer uniforms prior to your WOBC graduation.  The minimum uniform requirements are identified in the current edition of MCBUL 10120.  If you have purchased them already, be sure to bring all uniforms with you, because your staff platoon commander must inspect them during the course.  

The uniform of the day is usually the utility uniform, although the service “B” and “C” uniforms are periodically worn.  Females will have the option to wear either skirts or slacks with the service uniform.

Before you purchase any officer uniforms, you should seek the advise of a recent WOBC/TBS graduate concerning their experience with the services provided by the two authorized vendors in the Quantico area.

You are strongly encouraged to purchase uniforms prior to reporting aboard.  Uniforms purchased at other Marine Corps Exchanges can be tailored free at TBS Uniform Shop, provided you have a letter attesting to this agreement.  Be wary of used uniforms; they must pass inspection at TBS.  This will not be a problem if the item is 100% serviceable and fits correctly.

If you desire to convert an enlisted uniform to officer specifications, you are advised to first have the uniform inspected at TBS to establish its serviceability.  In the past, officers have brought a converted uniform to TBS only to have noticeable defects pointed out during an initial inspection.  Many defects and blemishes render the uniform unserviceable and will result in unforeseen expenses.  If you want to convert your Service Alpha blouse, it must be inspected for fading around chevrons/hash marks and must not have been damaged by sewing these items onto the uniform.  Long and short sleeve khaki shirts must be inspected as well.

You will be required to wear the Dress Blue “A” uniform to your mess night, so bring your large medals.  We recommend that you have your medals mounted prior to reporting aboard.  Medals will be inspected, and must conform to current uniform regulations.

You are required to possess a standard PT uniform.  At TBS, this will consist of green shorts, a green T-shirt, a green sweat top and bottom, a pair of running shoes, and a reflective running vest.  These items are available at the Camp Barrett Exchange and exchanges throughout the base.  You will also need a pair of well-broken in combat boots for PT events.

Male and female warrant officers will need a conservative civilian business suit, coat and tie, or dress.  The dress code at TBS will consist of slacks and collared shirts.
Uniform Vendor Points of Contacts:

	TBS Uniform Shop

Mr. Ray St Pierre

1‑800‑762‑8762
	The Marine Shop

Mr. Buck Grove

300 Potomac Avenue

Quantico, VA 22134

(703)640‑7195
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