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Introduction: Reconnaissance is a necessary precursor to any military operation. The term reconnaissance describes any mission—aerial, ground, or amphibious—undertaken to obtain, by visual or other detection methods, information about the activities and resources of the enemy or to secure data concerning the meteorological, hydrographic, or geographic characteristics of a particular area. More simply, reconnaissance obtains information about the characteristics of a particular area and any known or potential enemy within it.  Reconnaissance is an essential, continuous function conducted by the commander to collect information about the battlespace and the enemy. Of all the possible means of gaining such information, ground reconnaissance offers the advantage of placing human eyes on the target. Personnel on the ground, who are able to exercise on-the-spot judgment and expertise, can respond flexibly to unexpected developments and observations. These personnel play a key role in helping Marine commanders apply maneuver warfare concepts and maintain the accurate, up-to-date, shared situational awareness desired for operational maneuver from the sea (OMFTS).   Although, IOC has the mission of training future reconnaissance platoon commanders it is important to note that the majority of reconnaissance is conducted by normal infantry units.  Furthermore, infantry commanders must have a knowledge of all other assets available for conducting reconnaissance including aviation assets, ground sensors, signals intelligence (SIGINT) and satellite, or unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) observationtc "1002.Reconnaissance and Maneuver Warfare" \l 2. 

Maneuver warfare is the Marine Corps’ warfighting doctrine.  Maneuver warfare requires a primary focus on rapid, flexible, and opportunistic maneuver. It seeks to generate and exploit an advantage over the enemy as the most effective means of accomplishing our goals. Our warfighting doctrine requires speed and timeliness in execution. For these reasons, effective reconnaissance is essential to maneuver warfare.  The reconnaissance effort is integrated with the concept of operations and focuses on obtaining the critical information required to enable rapid decisionmaking and to shape the battlespace.  Of course, security considerations play a major role in deciding how to use reconnaissance elements in any given situation. The commander must balance dangers and opportunities. On the one hand, there is a danger that the compromise of a reconnaissance patrol may lead to the loss of surprise. On the other hand, a thorough reconnaissance may reveal previously unrecognized opportunities. 

Purpose: The purpose of this class is to introduce the student Lt. to the considerations necessary for planning and executing ground reconnaissance operations.  Furthermore, this class will familiarize the student with reconnaissance specific terms and concepts, current Marine Corps ground reconnaissance organization, as well as the other various assets available for conducting reconnaissance. Lastly, this class will educate the student Lt. on the pros and cons of seeking a tour in a ground reconnaissance unit

Reconnaissance Training & Education: Reconnaissance operations are continuous throughout the Infantry Officer Course. 

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

FMFRP 12-2
Infantry in Battle, Chapter 22 “Battle Reconnaissance”

MCWP 2-15.3
Ground Reconnaissance

MCWP 3-11.3
Scouting and Patrolling for Infantry Units

MCRP 3-11.2A 
Marine Troop Leader's Guide

FMFRP 12-21
AARUGHA!

MCRP 2-15.3A
Reconnaissance Patrol Leader’s Planning Handbook

MCWP 3-15.3 
Sniping

MCWP 2-15.2 
Signals Intelligence 

MCWP 2-15.1 
Remote Sensor Operations

MCWP 3-14 
Employment of Light Armored Infantry Battalion 

Reading Requirements: It is suggested that the student read this information prior to the training week the class is scheduled in.  

Review 

BOC Conduct of the Patrol 2 Student Handout

Review

MCWP 2-15.3 Ground Reconnaissance, Chapters 1 and 6



Read

"The Battle of Siapan-Tinian"  LtGeneral Jones (Ret.)

Read

FMFRP 12-21, Chapter 1 Section 11 “Tinian” (pp. 37-39)

Read

“Employing the Recon Patrol”  MajGen. R.G. Davis and Lt. J.L. Jones, Jr.

Read

“Repairing Reconnaissance”  Capt. Robert A. Jones

Read

“IHR- The Wrong Priority”  Tim W. Pleasant

Recommended Books:

Force Recon Diary, 1969.  Norton

Force Recon Diary, 1970.  Norton

Force Recon Command.  Lee

First Recon, Second to None. Young

Infantry in Viet Nam. Garland
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