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Introduction: The machine gun package at the Basic Officer Course provides the students with a cursory exposure to machine gun techniques and employment considerations.  This instruction coupled with the students’ preparation for grunt stakes, serves as the foundation for this class.  All students are expected to be familiar with the basic techniques for machine gun employment, as well as the nomenclature and functioning of the M249 SAW and M24G medium machine gun.    


The machine gun package at IOC has three basic goals.  First, every student will leave IOC confident in their abilities to employ machine guns to support their scheme of maneuver, as a rifle or weapons platoon commander.  Secondly, the students will become familiar with advanced machine gun techniques, thus enhancing their employment options.  Finally, the machine gun package will provide the students with several tools and ideas for training their machine gunners in the fleet.   The machine gun package at IOC is comprised of two hours of classroom instruction, a machine gun field firing exercise, a defilade fire demonstration, and an overhead firing exercise.  Additionally, the students will serve as machine gunners during all of the field and field firing exercises, and will be expected to apply the proper considerations for the employment of these weapons.    

Purpose:  To enhance the student’s proficiency and confidence with machine gun employment.  This will be accomplished through historical analysis, tactical decision games, and exposure to advanced machine gun techniques.  Machine gun employment will be emphasized on every TDM, TEWT, and FFEX, throughout the course of the POI.  At the completion of the course the students should be able to answer the following:

1. Define and apply the principles of machine gun employment

2. Given a tactical scenario, select the best method of machine gun employment to support the scheme of maneuver.

3. As a rifle platoon commander, properly task attached machine gun units to support the platoon scheme.

4. As a weapons platoon commander, advise the commanding officer on the best employment of the machine guns.

5. Given a tactical scenario, apply advanced machine gun techniques.

6. Develop a progressive and challenging training plan for infantry machine gunners. 

Machine Gun Training and Education

Phase I

Infantry Machine Gun Training Class (2 Hours)

Phase II

Infantry Machine Gun Field Firing Exercise (1 Day)

Phase III

Weapons Platoon Live Fire (2 Days)

Phase IV
Indirect Fire Demonstration (1 Hour)

Phase V

Overhead Fire Exercise (1 Day)

Required Reading: 
1. Review B2127 “Machine Gun Employment”

2. Read I0210 “Infantry Machine Gun Training”**

3. Read “The Rise, Fall, and Rebirth of the ‘Emma Gees’”**

4. Read Infantry in Battle, Chapter 17

5. Read MCWP 3-15.1, Chapter 6


** Provided in the student handout

Recommended Reading:
“Restoring Machinegun Expertise,” Capts Douglas MacIntyre and Jason Barret; MCG article**

“Doctrine for Machine Gunners,” Maj G. R. Christmas and Capt P. K. Van Riper; MCG article**

Attacks, Erwin Rommel

FMFRP 12-6 Infantry Operations and Weapons usage in Korea, Winter of 1950-51

Victory at High Tide: The Inchon Seoul Campaign. Robert Debs Heinl, Jr.

**Provided in the student handout 
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