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Introduction: Despite worldwide efforts to contain the spread of technologies associated with nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) warfare, several countries that want to have these chemical and biological weapons have found ways to initiate military and industrial programs for that purpose.  As more countries obtain these capabilities, the future use of WMD by a threat nation or “non-state actor” is increasingly likely in order to counter the capabilities of American conventional forces and the MAGTF.  It is therefore critical that the Marine Corps refocuses on incorporating NBC Defense training into its training plans on a regular basis in order to ensure that our Marines are prepared for this terrible contingency.
Purpose:  First, the instruction will reinforce the Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Defense instruction that the lieutenant received at the Basic Officer Course through classroom instruction and field problems.  Secondly, the class seeks to educate the infantry unit leader on the tactical considerations of operating in a NBC environment in order to be able to train his unit to operate in a NBC environment.  By the end of your NBC Defense class, you should be able to answer the following questions and discuss the following topics:


a.  What is the historical use of NBC weapons on the world’s battlefields?

b.  Why do I need to worry about NBC weapons usage against U.S. forces today?

c.  Why do I need to train my Marines to operate in an NBC contaminated environment?

d.  What do I need to know about the enemy’s NBC capabilities?

e.  What are the NBC Defense planning considerations for a platoon commander upon receipt of a mission?

f.   If contaminated during an operation/mission, what do I do?   

g.  What do my Marines need to know/be able to do to operate successfully in a contaminated environment?

h.  Who can assist me in training my Marines for NBC Defense? 


i.   How should I incorporate NBC Defense topics into the company training plan?

NBC Defense Training & Education: The training and education is broken down into three phases.  

Phase I.      
Basic Course training.  (NBC Defense: B5703 – Field Protective Mask (FPM),

B5705 – NBC Protective Measures,  B5705PT – Intro to NBCD Programd. Text)


Phase II.  
IOC I0147 – NBC Defense class and discussion

Phase III.
FEXs – Reinforcement of Previous NBC Defense instruction.

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCWP 3-37
MAGTF Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defense Operations

MCO 3400.3
Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense Training

MCWP 3-37.1
Chemical Operations, Principles and Fundamentals

MCRP 3-37A
NBC Field Handbook

FMFM 11-9
NBC Protection

FMFM 11-10
NBC Decontamination

FMFM 11-11
Treatment of Chemical Casualties and Conventional Military Chemical Injuries

Reading Requirements: The class takes place during week 2 of the IOC schedule.  The following readings are required:

Prior to NBC Defense Class
Bring

M40 Field Protective Mask

Review 

BOC Student Handouts B5703, B5705, B5705PT

Review

Graphic Training Aid (GTA) 3-7-2, June 1997.

Read

MCWP 3-11.4 (Draft), Section on NBC Defense.

Read
COL John A. Mojecki, USA (Ret), “Chemical Warfighting Considerations”, Military Review, February 1992.

Read
Combined Arms in a Nuclear/Chemical Environment/Force Development Testing and Experimentation Phase I (CANE I FDTE), “Accomplishing the Mission in Chemical Environment”, US A Chemical School, Fort McClellan, AL.

Read
Capt. J.L. Morris, “The Writing on the Wall”, USNI Proceedings, November 1998.

Recommended Books:

Chemical Warfare in World War I.  (Leavenworth Paper #7). CSI.  MAJ Heller, USAR.

Stormtroop Tactics.  Bruce I. Gudmundsson
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