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Introduction:  Night operations are part of normal combat operations.  They are characterized by enhanced difficulty in the performance of routine tasks.  Operating at night demands a skilled unit and strong leadership.  The fundamentals of night combat are surprise, direction, and control.  The U.S. Marine Corps has a distinct advantage in its possession of night vision devices (NVDs) over many potential adversaries. Proficiency at fighting at night will not come without practice.  Night operations should be the standard as technology and unit cohesion allow U.S. forces to own the night.  

Purpose: The purpose of the night combat package at IOC is two-fold: 1) to reinforce basic technical knowledge and experience from the Basic Officer Course, and 2) build an educational foundation with a focus on the decisions,  skills, and experience necessary to plan and execute company-level offensive operations during periods of reduced visibility.

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCDP 1-3
Tactics

MCWP 3.11.6
Scouting and Patrolling for Infantry Units (Ch 1, Sec V - Nighttime Scouting & Ch 2,   Sec V - Reconnaissance Missions)

MCWP 0-1
Marine Corps Operations

MCWP 3.11.1
Company/Platoon Operations (Draft)

MCS 3-10
Night Combat (dtd 1949)

Reading Requirements: 

Read

I0117 Student Handout, Night Combat Methods

Read

FMFRP 12-2, Infantry in Battle, Ch 25, Night Attacks

Read
“Light Infantry Assault Tactics and the Night Attack,” Maj R.D. Hooker, Jr., USA, Marine Corps Gazette, Aug 93

Read
“Commando Night Attack,” Vaux, Marine Corps Gazette, October 83

Read 

Supplement:  PAQ-4C Dry Fire BZO Procedures

Recommended Books and Articles:

Infantry in Battle. George Marshall (FMFRP 2-12), Ch 3, 8, 12, 15, 22

On Infantry. English, Ch 9

Timberwolf Tracks. Heogh, Doyle (The Story of the 104th Inf Div in WWII)

