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Introduction: Your exposure to Patrolling operations at IOC will consist of a six-hours of instruction, two-hour COC coordination exercise, 2.5 hours of TDM 1.  The following week will consist of practical application of patrolling at the Platoon, squad, and small unit level.  The classes will be given in the second week followed by a patrol exercise the third week.  You will be required to apply the techniques of patrolling you obtained from the BOC as well as at IOC during this exercise.  Additionally you will conduct helo inserts and extracts during the exercise.   

Purpose: To provide a familiarization of patrolling operations at the Platoon, squad, and small unit level. The Patrolling package will be a mix of training and education that should allow you to answer the following.

1.  What are the principles of patrolling and how do I apply them at the Platoon level?

2.  Why would I use a patrol base at the platoon level?

3.  What should I consider when establishing a Platoon ambush with a squad of medium machine guns?

4.  How should I task organize a Platoon in preparation for a Platoon patrol?

5.  What information should I put in a Warning Order in preparation for a Platoon patrol?

6.  What type of recon patrol would be applicable for what mission?

7.  With one radio in my platoon, how can I gather information from my small units that are conducting recon patrols?

8.  What coordination do I have to do and with who IOT conduct a patrol forward of friendly lines? 

9.  Is conducting a successful Patrol Base accomplishing a mission?

10.  What information do I pass to my squad leaders IOT operate out of a Platoon size patrol base?

Student Requirements:  

1.  Review BOC patrolling pubs prior to Patrol Coordination class

2.  Read Student handout (including the background article attached) prior to class

3.  Note any questions you have from reading student handout
4.  Participate in class discussions
5.  Write a Platoon patrol order based on the order received in class
6. Participate in the patrolling field exercise

7.  Conduct a Platoon (+) night live fire ambush

8.  Conduct patrolling operations as a natural fundamental of tactical operations within IOC FEXs

9. Participate in COC coordination exercise

10.  Participate in TDM 1 exercise

REQUIRED READING:  (Provided in student handout)

1.  “Notes from Vietnam”, by: D.H. Hackworth  

2.  “Ambush”, by:  W.A. Downing and G.D. Conrad


3.  “Patrolling”, by:  A.N. Garland

4.  “Marine Patrol”, By:  L.R. Bendell

ADDITIONAL READING: 


1.  About Face  by D.H. Hackworth 


2.  Infantry in Vietnam, by W.C. Westmoreland (Chapter 3-4)



3.  Historical Perspective on Light Infantry,  by :  S.R. McMichael  (Chapter 3)


4.  Infantry in Battle”  Chapter 22, by: U. S. Army


5.  The Other Side of the Mountain” Chapter 1(ambush), by:  A.A. Jalali and L.W. Grau

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCDP 1-3
Tactics

FMFM 6-4
Marine Rifle Company/Platoon, Chapter 5  (MCWP 3-11.4, draft)

FMFM 6-7
Scouting and Patrolling for Infantry Units (MCWP 3-11.6, draft)

FM 7-10
The Infantry Rifle Company, Chapter 6, Section 4 (linkups), Section 6 (patrolling), Section 5 (water crossing)

SH 21-76
Ranger Handbook

FMFRP 12-21 
AARUGHA! (historical look at USMC reconnaissance)

