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1.  Introduction:  Small Wars, Unconventional Warfare, Low-Intensity Conflict, and more recently, Military Operation Other Than War (MOOTW) are operations that the United States Marine Corps has been involved since its inception, despite the recent emphasis these types of operations have received since the end of the Cold War.  In fact, between 1811 and 1993, the Marine Corps participated in 154 documented cases of humanitarian assistance and peace operations, not to mention the multitude of missions since the Corps was pulled out of Somalia.  The Fulda Gap scenario of the European Theater has been replaced by a number of mid- and low-intensity threats that include terrorism, narcotrafficking, NEO, insurgency, ethic and religious conflict, and counterinsurgency missions that are coined as MOOTW or “Support and Stability Operations.”   Other common terms used to describe these types of contingencies are “small wars” or “wars with a little ‘w’ or “unconventional wars.”

Across the spectrum of warfare, the enemy must be engaged and defeated, regardless of who or what “it” is, and the discipline, training and courage of our Marines are prerequisites for victory.  The semantics of what these operations are called will not change the reality of the battlefield in Bosnia, Rwanda, Mogadishu, Port-au-Prince or Kosovo, as unconventional warfare will still pose major problems for our conventional combat forces.  The diverse threats to national security will require the military to meet these complex challenges through joint, interagency and multinational operations, usually in the Third World, in order to accomplish the national security strategy objectives.   The military leader must understand that his mission will typically be just one aspect of the national strategy and will likely be subordinate to the political, economic or psychological objectives of the operation.

There are numerous challenges and unique considerations that military leaders will confront in these operations that will be new and unexpected. Oftentimes, American technological superiority will be irrelevant and the missions will have to be accomplished by infantrymen who understand the situation on the ground and can solve the problems at hand.   Innovation, imagination, common sense and decisiveness will be needed as with any other operational environment, but some situations may not appear to have a solution in an environment where severe restrictions are placed on our operating forces.  It is the small-unit leader who is knowledgeable of the operational environment, demonstrates strong leadership in chaotic situations and trains his Marines high intensity conflict who will succeed. 

2.  Purpose:   The purpose of the IOC MOOTW package is three-fold: 1) to reinforce the basic knowledge and concepts the lieutenant is exposed to at the Basic Officer Course, 2) to educate the student lieutenant on the complexities of operating in an environment in which the military mission is subordinate to the larger political/economic/diplomatic mission, which will allow him to focus the training of his platoon for these types of operations, and 3)  to expose the lieutenant to the realities of Civil-Military relations.

3.  MOOTW Training & Education:  The training and education  is broken down into five phases.  

Phase I.      
Basic Course training.  (MOOTW, RAS,  Anti-terrorism/Force Protection, Counterinsurgency,  Urban package)

Phase II.  
Classroom lecture & discussion/ Somalia Case Study

Phase III
.
MOUT - Security Operation (MOOTW) Field Exercise

Phase IV.
FEX I - Cordon and Search Field Exercise

Phase V.

WAR - Non-Combatant Evacuation Operation (NEO) exercise

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting
MCDP 1-3
Tactics

NAVMC 2890
Small Wars Manual – USMC 1940
Joint Pub 3-07
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War
JMOHC

Joint Military Operations: Historical Collections (JMOHC), Chapter VI

Reading Requirements: This covers five consecutive days in the IOC schedule.  It is suggested that the student read much of this information the week prior to the training week.  

Prior to IOC Instruction (Phase II):

Review 

BOC Intro to MOOTW Student Handout

Review

BOC Counterinsurgency Student Handout



Review

BOC Anti-terrorism/Force Protection Student Handout

Read
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joint Military Operations: Historical Collections (JMOHC), JCS, 15 July 1997, “Operations in Somalia.”

Read
LtCol John R. Allen, “Humanity in Humanitarian Operations: How much Violence is Enough?,” Marine Corps Gazette, February 1995.

Read
Maj Gary C. Lehmann, “Counter-drug Missions: A Tactical Perspective", Marine Corps Gazette, April 1998. 

Read
LtCol Peter A Dotto, USMC, "Marines in Los Angeles", Marine Corps Gazette, October 1992. 

Read

LtCols Bierly and Pleasant, "Malaya: A Case Study", Marine Corps Gazette, July 1990.

Read
Capt Greenwood, "Company Grade Considerations in MOOTW", Marine Corps Gazette, 1997 
Read

Civil-Military Relations: Commanders Guide.  4th Civil Affairs Group.
Recommended Books:

Small Wars Manual – United States Marine Corps 1940. NAVMC 2890.  U.S. Government Printing Office.

BlackHawk Down:  A Story of Modern War.  Bowden.

A Historical Perspective On Light Infantry.

The Army in Vietnam.  Krepenevich.
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