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Introduction: Your exposure to helo operations at IOC will consist of a two-hour period of instruction followed by a two-hour practical application of LZ hopping.  This usually is given in the first week.  During the forth week, a ½ hour FAC/CAS class is given prior to FAC/CAS practical application, during this time you will call in fixed wing close air support.  Additionally, you will be required to conduct all helo inserts/ extracts and close air support during the course.   

Purpose: To provide a familiarization of air operations. The FAC/CAS package will be a mix of training and education that should allow you to answer the following.


1.  What are the five basic plans for helo operations?


2.  What is the difference between assault support and close air support?


3.  How do you call for and control fixed wing close air support?


4. How do you call for and control rotary wing close air support?

5.  How would you plan and conduct an assault support insert and extract operation at the company or platoon level?

6.  During helo operations, what are the five parts of the ground concept of operations the ground commander plans for?

7.  What tactical communication nets is used during assault support and close air support? 

8.  What does the ground commander consider when planning to insert his unit via assault support?

9.  What does the ground commander consider when securing a landing zone IOT extract his unit with a enemy threat in the area?

10.  What type of training is necessary to conduct successful helo operations?

Student Requirements:  


1.  Review B7551(Assault Support & Heliborne Ops) and B7557(Helicopter Ops) prior to class


2.  Read Student handout (including the background article attached) prior to class


3.  Note any questions you have from reading student handout

4.  Participate in class discussions

5.  Conduct a helo extract during LZ hopping field exercise 

6.  Participate in FAC/CAS field exercise

References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCDP 1-3
Tactics

FMFM 6-4
The Marine Rifle Company/Platoon

FMFM 5-41
Close Air Support and Fire Support (MCWP 3-23.1, draft)

REQUIRED READING:  (Provided In Student Handout)


1. Infantry Magazine article by Capt Barrett F. Lowe: 


     Air Assault Planning
ADDITIONAL READING: 


1.  We Were Soldier Once and Young by H. G. Moore


2.  Marines and Helicopters 1962-1973  by W. R. Fails


3.  Black Hawk Down by M. Bowden  
FMFM 6-21
Tactical Fundamentals of Helicopterborne Operations (MCWP 3-24, draft)

Battle Drill Guide

.

