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Introduction:  Throughout the course of history, circumstances have forced commanders to redistribute their forces over the battlefield, in order to gain a position of greater positional advantage over the enemy.  Retrograde and Relief Operations are tactical events that allow the commander to conduct this redistribution.  The circumstances driving the redistribution range from final victory to fatigue and excessive casualties.  No matter what the cause, the infantry platoon will play a vital role in the operation.  

Purpose:  The purpose of this class is to equip the Lieutenant with the necessary skills to perform a successful retrograde or relief operation.  The students should come to the class prepared to answer the following questions:


1.  What are the three types of retrograde operations?


2.  What is the purpose of a retrograde operation?


3.  What basic tactical principles drive retrograde operations?


4.  Is a break contact drill, a type of retrograde?


5.  Why do we need to conduct relief operations?


6.  What considerations drive relief operations?


7.  What is the platoon commander’s role in a retrograde or a relief operation?


8.  What part does the human dimension of combat play in retrograde or relief operations?

Training & Education: Retrograde and Relief Operation Training and Education is broken down into two phases:

Phase I:
Classroom Instruction (1 Hour)

Phase II:
Field Exercise (1 Day)

Required Readings:

Read I0109
Retrograde and Relief Operations (Part I and II)

Read “Into the Lines;” Chapter 2, Company Commander
References:  

MCDP 1

Warfighting

MCDP 1-3
Tactics

MCWP 3-11.3
Marine Infantry Battalion (Draft)

MCWP 3-11.1
Marine Rifle Company/Platoon (Draft)

Recommended Books:

About Face, by David Hackworth

This Kind of War, by T. H. Fehrenbach.

Colder Than Hell, by Joe Owen.

Chosin, by Eric Hammel

One Bugle, No Drums, by William Hopkins
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