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1.  Introduction:  The Marine Corps has been involved in counterinsurgency operations many times in its history, both in Central America and Southeast Asia.  Despite counterinsurgency experience, however, today’s Marine Corps has a great deal to learn from both its own historical involvement against insurgents and the experiences of other nations across the globe fighting revolutionary wars.   While classified most recently under the general subject of military operations other than war, or MOOTW, counterinsurgency efforts deal with the entire scope of the insurgency, not simply the military implications.  It must be remembered that a counterinsurgency is first, last and always, a political, social and economic problem and has as a center of gravity the population itself.  A military solution must support the overall objective of the national counterinsurgency effort, or it will be ineffective and probably counterproductive, as the people become more and more disenchanted with the use of unnecessary force.


Insurgencies are organized movements aimed at the overthrow of a constituted government through the use of subversion and armed conflict; they are also known as revolutionary wars or wars of national liberation.  While the Marine Corps has not really participated directly in an insurgency, except possibly for its role in the American Revolution, knowing the basics of insurgency are critical to understanding the “enemy” or problem, and how to accomplish the counterinsurgency mission.  It is in this light that the basics of insurgency should be studied, so as to educate the officer on how to “counter the insurgent”.  This is not to say that the Corps will never be involved in an insurgency in the future. 

2.  Purpose:   The purpose of the IOC Insurgency/Counterinsurgency package is to: 1)  review the counterinsurgency principles covered in the B0217 Counterinsurgency Case Study class at the Basic Officer Course, 2) educate the student lieutenant on counterinsurgency operations through the use of historically unsuccessful and successful case studies, and 3) prepare him for possible involvement in a counterinsurgency operation as a company grade officer in the Fleet Marine Force.  The discussion should enable the following questions to be answered:


a.  What is an insurgency?  

b.  What conditions cause the dissatisfaction at the root of an insurgency?

c.  Describe the three phases of an insurgency?

d.  What tools does the insurgent use throughout his insurgency?

e.  An insurgency’s Center of Gravity lies where?

f.  What is a counterinsurgency operation?

g.  What types of military operations are conducted as part of a counterinsurgency? 

h.  What was the threat that the British Army faced in Malaya?  What inspired the insurgency?

i.  What overall strategy was contained in the Briggs Plan to solve the “emergency” in Malaya?

j.  What tactics did the British use to defeat the Malayan insurgents? 

k. What other “important practices” did the British Army use to support their effort?

l.  What was the threat to the Republic of South Vietnam? 

m.  How did the United States conduct counterinsurgency operations in Vietnam?

n.  What was the Marine Corps’ Combined Action Program?

o.  Was the United States successful in its counterinsurgency efforts in Vietnam? Why or why not? 

3.  Insurgency/Counterinsurgency Training & Education:  The training and education  is broken down into three parts:  

Part I.      
Basic Course training.  (Counterinsurgency Case Study)

Part II.  
IOC Classroom lecture & discussion/ British in Malaya, and USMC in Vietnam, Case Studies.

Part III.
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References:  
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Warfighting
MCDP 1-3

Tactics

FMFM 8-2

Counterinsurgency Operations
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Small Wars Manual – USMC 1940
FMFRP 12-25

The Guerilla and How to Fight Him

FMFRP 12-28

The Door Marked Malaya

CSI Ref Survey #6
A Historical Perspective on Light Infantry


Reading Requirements: These requirements must be completed prior to Week 2 of the IOC schedule.  It is suggested that the student read all of this information the weekend prior to the training week.  

Prior to IOC Instruction (Part II):

Review

BOC Counterinsurgency Student Handout



Review
Historical Perspective on Light Infantry.  Chapter 3, Part I – British Operations in Malaya – The Malayan Emergency. Pp 95-120.  Combat Studies Institute.  Major Scott R. McMichael, USA.

Read

"Malaya: A Case Study", LtCols Bierly and Pleasant, Marine Corps Gazette, July 1990.

Read
“Politics and War: Twelve Fatal Decisions That Rendered Defeat in Vietnam”, Gen. Raymond G. Davis, USMC (Ret), Marine Corps Gazette, August 1989.

Recommended Books:

Small Wars Manual – United States Marine Corps 1940. NAVMC 2890.  U.S. Government Printing Office

The Village.  Francis West

A Bright Shining Lie.  Sheehan

Strange War, Strange Strategy.  Gen. Lewis Walt, USMC (Ret.)

The Algerian Insurrection.  Edgar O’Ballance

The Counterinsurgency Era.  Blaufarb

Last Reflections on a War.  Bernard Fall

Street Without Joy.  Bernard Fall

On Guerilla Warfare.  Mao Tse-Tung
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