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- This call will now be terminated!
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YES!l WE ARE CLEAR!, Honey, Call Mom and Dad back
once you get off duty and ..HELLO? HELLO?
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If it isn’t raining, Charlie Co isn’t training.
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How to Manage Your Credit Rating


By 2ndLt Quiñonez





     Like any ordinary citizen, Marines dream of one day buying a home, a boat or a new car.  And like any ordinary citizen, Marines must maintain their credit rating if they expect these better things in life. The key to building a positive credit rating is saving the proper documentation and knowing one’s credit history


     Every young lieutenant should request a copy of their credit report by contacting the credit bureaus listed below.  These agencies can sometimes give free reports.  Your credit score will not decrease when reports are pulled.





Experian – 1-888-397-3742 – � HYPERLINK "http://www.experian.com" ��www.experian.com�


Trans Union – 1-800-888-4213 – � HYPERLINK "http://www.transunion.com" ��www.transunion.com�


Equifax – 1-800-997-2493 – � HYPERLINK "http://www.equifax.com" ��www.equifax.com�
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Lieutenants Pass Rite of Passage at Rifle Range


by 2ndLt Ihrig





     As the month of May began, the lieutenants of Charlie Co began the rite of passage that all Marines before them have taken: becoming riflemen in the Corps.  The lieutenants began in the classroom, learning the function and nomenclature of the M16A2 service rifle.  The students then moved to the rifle range, where they learned the shooting positions that would help them succeed on qualification day.  The students also learned range safety procedures.  Safety comes above all else on the rifle range.  There were very few safety violations on the range, and fortunately, none serious. 











 
































      Almost every Marine looked forward to the range and the opportunity to put live rounds on target with an M16.  After gaining confidence in their marksmanship skills, Charlie Co looks forward to squad live-fire and machine gun training. As training progresses at The Basic School, these hard-chargers will become more confident and proficient with their rifles and other equipment.


     On the pistol range, the lieutenants of Charlie Co learned to properly use the M9 pistol.  For five days, these students received hours of instruction in weapons handling, aiming techniques, and firing exercises.  The students practiced shooting from distances of 25, 15 and 7 yards.  Proper technique was essential in placing the 9mm round in the center of the target. Whether an expert, sharpshooter, or marksman, the lieutenants enjoyed every minute of the instruction given by the outstanding Marines of Weapons Training Battalion.  Although the training days were long, hot, and marked by hours in the sun, the weapons skills learned by Charlie Co will undoubtedly pay off in the future. 


     











Spouses Coffee in the GCA of O'Bannon Hall at 1830-2030 on June 8th. 





8th and I parade on July 9th from 2045-2200.





Warrior Day


by 2ndLt Bonner





     On Friday, May 21st, Charlie Co conducted a Warrior Day. With over 200 guests present, Warrior Day ran smoothly, providing the guests with motivated Marine Corps training. Spouses, family, and friends participated in various events that allowed them to experience first hand what the Marine Corps is all about. Most importantly, they learned what their lieutenants do on a day to day basis at The Basic School. Guests received training with night vision goggles (NVGs), marching drills, weapons and vehicles, weapons firing, and rides on Amphibious Assault Vehicles (AAVs).


     Even though the day was hot and humid, guests were able to stay motivated, especially after consuming some Marine Corps cuisine: Meals, Ready to Eat (MREs).


     If you missed out on the chance to attend this Warrior Day, do not despair. In the operating forces, units conduct these events regularly. If you ever desire to know what it is like to be a Marine or want to know what your Marine is up to, nothing is better than attending a Warrior Day. Charlie Co thanks all those who attended and are grateful for your support of the Marines in the company. Semper Fidelis!
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Night land navigation on June 7th 


(late night).





Night live fire exercises on June 15th (1,3,5 plts) and 16th (2,4,6 plts). 





Field exercise from June 21-25 (staying overnight in the field).





Patrolling exercise on June 30th.















































FAMILY READINESS TEAM





Company


Representative


Lt Bonner





1st Platoon


Lt Montalvo





2nd Platoon


Lt Kemper





3rd Platoon


Lt Ets





4th Platoon


Lt Ryan





5th Platoon


Lt Ihrig





6th Platoon


Lt Greenfield











Gas Chamber Fun


by 2ndLt Otterblad    





     In April, Charlie Company went to the gas chamber to train for chemical warfare.  One by one, squads filed into the small brick building to practice using gas masks in a thick fog of CS gas.  The rest of the company anxiously waited outside to watch the stampede of lieutenants, feeling the effects of the gas, race out of the chamber with sick looks on their faces and snot oozing out of their noses.  Those outside knew their turn was coming soon.  Inside the chamber, the students practiced removing their masks for a short time and putting them back on again.  The masks were off for only fifteen seconds but it seemed like a lifetime.  No matter how well some could hold their breath, everyone got a dose of the CS gas.  CS is a non-lethal gas that irritates the skin, eyes and lungs.  Below, Lieutenant Hayes exits the gas chamber with snot running out of his nose.  
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	           Did anyone see my dog?








5th Platoon Prepares for All Occasions


by 2ndLt Ihrig





     The Marines of 5th Platoon, under the guidance of Captain Steele, prepare for all occasions.  One of those occasions is the possibility of biological weapons being used against us.  When we prepare to take our Marines into combat in the future, the battlefield will be more unknown than ever before, so we must in turn be more prepared than ever before.  This includes physical training of all kinds in gas masks, something that 5th Platoon is quickly becoming renowned for.  Not only is this good preparation for what may come at us in the future, but it is also a fun way to break up some of the monotony that can come with the typical physical training.  


     Most people do not realize how difficult it is to perform some of the simplest tasks while wearing a gas mask.  A Marine’s vision is impaired.  Speech becomes difficult and breathing is labored.  Marines must learn to function while wearing the mask in all modes of battle.  The lieutenants of 5th Platoon welcome this training and are eager for the challenge.
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  Charlie Co training is the best! GAS, GAS, GAS!











Charlie Company Grunts


by 2ndLt Depaola 





     After spending the last two weeks firing the rifle and pistol, the Charlie Company lieutenants finally feel like “real” Marines.  The lieutenants qualified with the rifle and pistol, firing on targets set at a known distance.  The highlight of the week was firing on the unknown distance rifle range.


     Lieutenants took cover behind rock piles, walls, and simulated rooftops, while targets sprung from the ground out of hidden positions for a few seconds at a time.  The lieutenants had to employ their new skills with the rifle and fire at the target, hopefully registering a hit.  It was an excellent opportunity for them to test their new skills in a simulated combat environment that required them to aim and fire quickly.


     Charlie Company is thankful to the coaches and other range personnel that made the experience such a valuable one.  The lieutenants will think of them every time they look down at their chests and see those shiny new badges. 
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Lt. D’Amico searches for the target and the rest 


of his house.











Company Training





A Message from the Commanding Officer


of Charlie Company





Maj. Foley


Commanding Officer





     Hard to believe six weeks of training have gone by already.  The warriors of Charlie Co. are well on their way to their goal of leading Marines out in the Operational Forces.  Your lieutenants have spent the past three and a half weeks honing combat skills: rifle and pistol qualification (51% are rifle experts, 39% are pistol experts), field practical shooting skills, and, of course, martial arts training.  They will wear web belts no more!  In preparation for their first field exercise, for the next three weeks they will develop skills just as important, but of a more mental nature – land navigation, fire support, night vision device use, and more weapons instruction.  Their motivation is high and neither repeated hikes nor rainy overnights in the field have dampened their spirits.


    It was a privilege to meet and talk with so many spouses and family members at Warrior Day.  I hope you enjoyed the day and gained an appreciation for the training your Marines are undergoing, and of the capabilities of the Marine Corps in general.  








     For the spouses, I hope we see many of you again at the Marine Barracks 8th and I Evening Parade that Charlie Co. is attending on Friday 9 July 2004 in Washington, DC.  If you haven’t seen the parade before, it is a sight to remember – I highly encourage you to attend.  My wife, Kate, looks forward to seeing you at the upcoming Coffees on 8 June 2004 and 27 July 2004.  Thanks to you all for your continued support of your Marines!  Take care and Semper Fi.





Mike Foley


Major, USMC








��





��
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Unusual Customs and Traditions of the Marine Corps


Marines take the right of the line or head of the column when in formation with elements of the other sea services (i.e., the Navy and the Coast Guard, not to mention NOAA). 


All Marine posts have a bell, usually from a decommissioned ship of the Navy. 


In the US Navy, when "Abandon Ship" is ordered, the last person to leave the vessel before the captain is his Marine orderly. 


On a warship Marines do not man the rail. 


Whatever the regulations say, Marines do not use umbrellas. 


The Marines’ Hymn is the oldest official anthem of any U.S. military service. 


The Marines always stand at attention during the playing of the Marines’ Hymn. 


The Marine Corps March, "Semper Fidelis" by J.P. Sousa, is the only march authorized by Congress for a particular service. 


The "Mameluke" Sword, first adopted in 1826, is the weapon with the longest continual service in the U.S. Armed Forces. 


In the Marines, the phrase "I wish..." or "I desire..." uttered by a senior is considered an order. 


The crowns of Marine officer's service caps are decorated with an embroidered quatrefoil, a heritage of the days when such designs helped Marines in the rigging identify their officers on deck below. 


Since 1850 Marine sergeants have been the only NCOs in the U.S. Armed Forces to have the privilege of carrying swords on ceremonial occasions. 


Officers and NCOs of the Marine Corps wear scarlet piping on their trousers, said to honor the blood shed by the Marines who stormed Chapultepec Castle in Mexico City on 13 September 1847, and traditionally called the "Blood Stripe". 	


www.marinewives.com
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Lt Trotter	June 2	         Lt Cruz N.	  June 17


Lt Greenfield	June 3 	         Lt Underkoffer	  June 17


Lt Hsu		June 3	         Lt Ludwig            June 17


Lt Johnson	June 4           Lt Henderson B.  June 18


Lt Rice		June 5           Lt Gonzales M.	  June 19


Lt Cox		June 6           Lt Leshikar	  June 19


Lt Hemphill	June 9           Lt Sanchez A.	  June 21


Lt Ross	June 9           Lt Bishop	  June 22


Lt Alter	June 10         Lt Mann		  June 24


Lt Lish		June 12         Lt Colton	  June 29


Lt Oreilly	June 12         Lt Hayes		  June 29


Lt Peterson	June 12         Lt Marino	  June 29


Lt Walthers	June 12         Lt Perdue	  June 30


Lt Dodd	June 15         Lt Sullivan B. P.  June 30


Lt Smith J. E.  June 16 











Robert and Stephanie Scott


	Chloe Scott (girl)		May 5th 





Cercy and Johari Hollis


Micheala Noel Hollis (girl)    May 13th 





John and Tisha Ihrig


	Gabriel Michael Ihrig (boy)   May 27th





   














     


	


		


	


		


	














Anniversaries
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Lt Bishop and Lt Patrick find time to 


bond during the busy TBS schedule!
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Ahmad & Lisa Martin			May 8


Joshua & Jessica Plummer	    	May 17


Donald & Elizabeth Jones	  	May 19


Vyacheslav & Jennifer Kirik	    	May 24


Brian & Chandelle Sullivan       	May 22


Jeremy & Jo Clevenger      	   	May 28


Billy & Amy Kelley	   	    	May 19


Robert & Tina Stotz	    	    	May 25





----------------------------------------------





William & Zara Ryan	    	    	June 3


Sherel & Maria Quinonezavila   	June 12


Christopher & Meghan Schumann	June 15














Harry and Andrea Consaul		May 1st


Robert and Marlena Dolan		May 22nd


Scott and Lauri Perry			May 29th


Matthew and Rebecca Bishop		May 29th


Dusty and Samantha Cook		May 29th


Joshua and Erin Kirk			May 29th 


Aaron and Gabrielle Norwood	May 30th











Pictures of the Month





�Lt Edwards seems to have lost control of his body!


Motivated gas chamber!





continued from page 3...


     Many factors are considered in a credit rating.  Some important things to remember are debt to credit ratio, credit accounts open, and length of credit account history.  Your debt to income ratio is calculated by dividing monthly minimum debt payments (excluding mortgage or rent, utilities, food, entertainment) by monthly gross income. For example, someone with a gross monthly income of $2,000 who is making minimum payments of $400 on debt (loans and credit cards) has a debt to income ratio of 20 percent ($400 / $2000 = .20). A credit score is a number that reflects your credit risk level, typically with a higher number indicating lower risk. A credit score of 700 points or higher puts the loan applicant in control.    


     Another critical element of maintaining a good credit rating is checking your report at least once a year. Corrections to erroneous credit entries should be made as soon as possible. Fixing these discrepancies can take up to two months and in some cases longer.


     Most importantly, remember to set goals.  Allot time to earn a good credit rating.  


     Once you are aware of your finances and credit standing, create a file folder.  Save any documents that can show a potential loan officer the value of your assets. The things we desire most, often require the most work, so remain steadfast and strive to reach your financial goals.
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Acronyms & Terms





MOS- (Military Occupational Skill) This is a designation of a Marine’s job, with numbers and a title description (0300 is infantry).





FEX- (Field Exercise) When a Marine goes to the field to conduct training exercises, usually lasting several days.





MRE-(Meal, Ready to Eat) The fabulous cuisine that Marines consume generally in a field environment.





Land Nav.- (Land Navigation) Marines attempting to utilize a compass with the intent of locating objectives around TBS.





Bias for Action- A phrase Lts are very familiar with that requires them to make sound and timely decisions at anytime.





Horns of a dilemma- Happens when a Lt is put in a position that requires him or her to make a difficult decision. Most likely harmful consequences exist no matter what the decision.
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Weddings





Births
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