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References.

Technical Manual P10120.15-1A, Marine Corps Uniform Fitting and Alteration Manual
MCO 1020.34F, Marine Corps Uniform Regulations
This handout is intended to provide guidance for the proper fitting of uniform clothing.

Shirt, Long Sleeve.

Men’s.  The collar of the long sleeve shirt shall fit smoothly around the neck with sufficient room to allow the insertion and free movement of the index finger (see diagram below).
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The men’s long sleeve shirt shall cover the wrist bone to a point two inches above the second joint from the end of the thumb.  A tolerance of plus or minus one-half of an inch is acceptable.

The cutting down or tapering of any shirt side seams to fit the contour of the body is prohibited!

Women’s.  The short sleeve (white and khaki) and long sleeve khaki shirts (see diagram below) are semi-formfitting garments.  The shirt should fit smoothly over the bust and be comfortable through the shoulders.  Either shirt is authorized for wear with the service "A" uniform at the individual's option.

[image: image2.png]



The shirt should fit smoothly over the upper hips and not ride up or be too loose.

The priority of fitting is the bust, hips, waist, shoulders, and sleeves.

The shoulder seams shall not extend beyond the natural shoulder line.  If the shoulder seams hang off the shoulders, the next smaller size should be tried.

The bottom edge of the cuff on the long sleeve shirt shall cover the wrist bone to a point two inches above the second joint from the end of the thumb.

On women's khaki shirts, ribbon bars will be placed even with or up to two inches above the first visible button and centered so that they are in about the same position as when worn on the coat.

Female Marines may wear two-ribbon rows when a three-ribbon row would not lay flat or would extend too close to the armhole seam.

Collar insignia is not worn on the white dress shirt on formal occasions.  Collar insignia is worn on women's white shirts only when it is anticipated that the blue dress coat will be removed in office spaces.

Trousers/Slacks/Skirts.

Men's Trousers.  
The trousers shall be of sufficient length to reach the juncture of the welt of the shoe in the rear.  A variation of one-fourth of an inch above or below the welt is acceptable.  (See diagram below.)
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When the legs of the trousers have been hemmed, they will be three-quarters to one inch shorter in the front than in the back to present a slight "break" at the lower front above the shoe top.

The waist measurement is secondary to a proper seat fit.  There should be sufficient looseness in the waist to allow four fingers to be inserted inside the waistband and moved from side-to-side without strain.

The hem will be two and one-half to three inches in width.

Women's Slacks.  
Slacks will be fitted over the appropriate undergarment and fitted to an individual's hip, waist, and height measurements.  Slacks should be smooth and neat in the seat, hips, and upper thigh.

The priority of fitting is the hips, then the waist.

The hem on the slacks will be from two to three inches wide.

The slacks shall be of sufficient length to reach the juncture of the welt of the shoe in the rear.  A variation of one-half of an inch above the welt is acceptable.  (See diagram below.)
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When the slacks have been properly hemmed, they must hang straight from the seat so that the front length should finish three-quarters to one inch shorter than the back.

Slacks will be pressed to present a smooth vertical crease at about the center front and rear of each leg.  The crease will extend from the bottom of the hem to about two inches above the crotch.

Either oxfords or dress flats are authorized for wear with the service and dress slacks at the individual’s option, except that oxfords will be prescribed for occasions which require functional uniformity.  Oxfords will be worn with either dark hose or black socks at the individual's option.  Dress flats will be worn with dark hose.

Wearing the service slacks as a working uniform is at the individual's option.  On specific occasions that require uniformity, commanders may direct either the skirt or slacks be worn.

Wearing the blue dress or white dress slacks is at the individual's option.  A commander may prescribe their wear only for those women required to possess them.  Mixed wear of blue slacks and skirts by women in ceremonial functions is not authorized.

The blood stripe on the dress blue slacks is 1 1/2 inches wide with the stitching one-eighth of an inch from the edge of the stripe.  The stripe is aligned on the out seam and edge of the pocket opening and gradually works toward the back panel, so it is centered on the out seam by the bottom of the hem.

Women's Skirts.  The skirt should mold smoothly but not tightly over the hips.

The waistline should fit easily and not tightly.  The priority of fitting is the hips, then the waist.

Side seams must be centered at the sides and hang straight from the waistline to the hem.  Front seams should be straight and parallel.

Skirts will be knee length--not more than one inch above nor more than one inch below the kneecap (see diagram below).

[image: image5.png]sire weutd fit
Smothly it oot
Tiehtty o Hips.

sxirt Kroe Lorgth

o 1" e the
Knixosp to 1 Belex
the xpoecem)




Skirts will have a hem or facing from two to three inches wide, and the seams will be pressed open and flat.

Women will wear full-length nylon hose with service and dress uniform skirts.  Hose should harmonize with the natural skin tone of the individual.  Dark nylon hose of gray/smoke/off black shades will be worn with blue dress and evening dress uniforms on formal, evening occasions.  

Black pumps, dress flats, and oxfords are authorized for wear.  See Footwear for specific regulations.

The skirt may be worn as part of the service "A," "B," or "C" uniform.  Wearing the skirt as a working uniform is at the individual's option.  On specific occasions that require uniformity, commanders may direct either the skirt or slacks be worn.

Coat, Service, Blue.

Men's.  The service coat is intended to be a semi-formfitting garment (two inches in the chest, one inch in the waist).

The blue coat is intended to be a formfitting garment (one inch in the chest, one-half of an inch in the waist).

The shoulder padding of the coat should extend approximately one-half of an inch beyond the outer edge of the shoulder joint.

The coat sleeve shall extend to a point one inch above the second joint from the end of the thumb, plus or minus one-quarter of an inch.

There shall be sufficient looseness in the waist of the service coat to permit pinching of one and one half inches of material in the back seam (three-quarters of an inch on each side of the seam).

There shall be sufficient looseness in the breast of the service coat to permit pinching of two inches of material across the chest.

Women's.  The service and dress coats are semi-formfitting garments.  They should fit smoothly but not tightly across the bust and shoulders.

The back of the coat should fit smoothly with no wrinkles in the waist area.

The left side of the back vent shall overlap the right side approximately three to four inches.  In some cases, a minimum of one and one-half inches overlap is permissible, provided the vertical edge of the vent closure is straight.

The coat should fit easily through the waist, extending to a smooth flare over the hips, allowing a two-inch overlap in the center front to hang straight and evenly.

The shoulder seam should rest directly on the top of the shoulder so that the edge of the garment does not extend beyond the natural shoulder edge of the individual.

The coat sleeve shall extend to a point one inch above the second joint from the end of the thumb.

The length of the coat is determined by the height of the individual but should be of sufficient length to cover the zipper of the skirt.

When the coat is buttoned, there should be no visible shirt buttons.

On women's coats with horizontal pockets, ribbon bars will be centered one-eighth of an inch above and parallel to the top edge of the upper left pocket.  When marksmanship badges are worn, ribbon bars will be centered over the pocket with the bottom edge one-eighth of an inch above the badges.  The badges are centered above the left breast pocket with the bottom edge of the widest holding bar one-eighth of an inch above the pocket.  The top edges of all badges will be aligned.

On women's coats with diagonal pockets, a horizontal line tangent to the highest point of the pocket will be considered the top of the pocket, and ribbon bars will be centered one-eighth of an inch above and parallel to that point.  When marksmanship badges are worn, the lower edge of the pistol badge will be one-eighth of an inch above the horizontal line tangent to the highest point of the pocket.  The top of the rifle badge will on line with the top edge of the pistol badge.
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Footwear.
Men's.  All Marines may purchase and wear approved commercial black leather and synthetic leather shoes in semigloss or high gloss (patent) finishes on an optional basis.

Chukka boots are authorized for male officers and SNCOs only.

Women's.
	Dress shoes
	· All pumps will be of conservative cut with closed toes and heel without ornamental stitching or seams.

· Heels will measure from one and a half to two and a half inches in height with the base of the heel measuring from three-eighths by three-eighths to one and one-quarter by one and one-half inches.

· Flats will have a maximum heel height of seven-eighths of an inch.  They will have a separate and distinct heel.  Wedge heels are prohibited.

	Oxfords
	· Oxfords are authorized for wear when

· A duty involves prolonged walking or standing

· Pumps are considered unsafe

· Prescribed for medical reasons

· Deemed appropriate by the commander. 

· However, pumps or flats are encouraged when skirts are worn.

	Socks/Hose
	· Women will wear full-length nylon hose with service and dress uniform skirts.  Hose should harmonize with the natural skin tone of the individual.  Hose with seams, designs, pronounced open-work mesh, or fancy heels are not authorized.

· Dark nylon hose of gray/smoke/off-black shades will be worn with blue dress and evening uniforms on formal evening occasions.

· When oxford shoes are worn with slacks, dark hose or black socks will be worn at the individual's option.  When dress flats are worn with slacks, dark hose will be worn.


Boots.  All Marines may wear clear, smoke gray, or black zipper-closure overshoes or rubbers of plain design with the uniform during inclement weather.  

Women may wear plain black boots which do not extend above the knee.  Women's boots with a one-piece sole/heel construction in flat or wedge style may be worn; however, platform soles are prohibited.  Boots with a separate heel will conform to heel dimensions prescribed for women's pumps.  

Soles and heels must be black, and linings will be inconspicuous.  

Optional black boots are authorized for  wear:

· These boots will not be used to satisfy the minimum requirements.

· Army "jump boots" are not authorized for wear.

· Boots must be of equalor better quality than the issued Marine Corps boots (hi-tech boots are discouraged from wear at TBS).

· Local commanders may direct either black jungle or black leather for uniformity purposes in formations.

Men's/Women's Accessories.

All-Weather Coat.  The all-weather coat is fitted over the service coat with the liner zipped in the coat.

The coat is a full-length, double-breasted, belted coat and has a detachable liner.

The correct length will be to a point midway between the knee and the mid-calf.  It must be long enough to reach one inch below the kneecap for women.

With service coat, the all-weather coat will fit smoothly across the chest and shoulder blades.  

The coat will have a noticeable fullness on the back waist, providing a pleated effect of the material under the belt.

The belt will be adjusted loosely enough to provide a smooth appearance and not sag in the center front or back.  The belt length will be a minimum of one inch past the belt keeper to a maximum of one and one-half inches past the left belt loop of the coat.

The sleeve of the all-weather coat shall extend beyond the service coat sleeve by one-half of an inch plus or minus one-quarter of an inch.

The back of the collar shall cover all collars worn underneath.

Gloves.  During the winter uniform period, Marines will wear/carry black leather or vinyl gloves when an outer coat is worn with the service uniform.  Women are authorized to wear cloth gloves.  Black gloves may be worn/carried with service "A" or service uniform with sweater or tanker jacket at the individual's option.

White gloves will be worn/carried with dress "A" and "B" uniforms except that black gloves will be worn when wearing an outer coat with all dress uniforms during the winter period.

Covers.  All caps should fit snugly, but not tightly, and should not pucker or wrinkle across the top.

	Service and Dress
	· When fitted, caps shall be centered and worn straight, with the tip of the visor in line with the eyebrows.

· The bottom edge of the visor should be approximately one-half inch above the eye level of the wearer.

	Garrison
	· The garrison cap shall be centered and worn straight or slightly tilted to the right, with the base of the sweatband approximately one inch above the eyebrows.

· The fit around the head shall be adequate to plate the cap on the head but will not cause the top or rear center of the cap to "break".


Women's Accessories.

Earrings.  Female Marines may wear earrings with service and dress uniforms at the individual's option.  

Earrings are not authorized

· With camouflage utilities

· In formation

· While participating in a parade, ceremony, or other similar military functions

Only one earring will be worn on or in each earlobe.

Small polished, yellow gold color, ball or round stud earrings (post, screw-on, or clip), not to exceed six millimeters (about one-quarter of an inch) in diameter, may be worn with the service and dress uniforms.  Small white pearl earrings of the same dimensions as above may be worn with evening dress uniforms at the individual's option.

Earrings are not authorized for male Marines at any time.

Handbag/Purse.  The handbag will be of rectangular design with a flap and must be of plain natural grain black leather or synthetic leather.  Exotic materials such as eel skin, alligator, or ostrich are not authorized.  If the flap has a closure, it will be brass plated or gold-colored.  Zippers, buckles, or string ties are not allowed.  

The handbag will not be

· Smaller than ten inches wide by seven inches high by two inches deep

· Larger than twelve inches wide by eight inches high by three and one-half inches deep.

The strap

· May be removable

· May have a gold or black-colored buckle

· Will not be made of chain

· Will be of sufficient length so that carried over the left shoulder or arm the bottom of the handbag will be near the bottom of the uniform coat

Officers will procure a clutch purse to wear with dress uniforms.  Either a basic white clutch purse with black slip-on cover may be purchased, or two separate purses may be bought.  The clutch purse will

· Be plain

· Be unadorned

· Be rectangular

· Not exceed six by nine inches

The white clutch will be carried when the white dress uniform is worn.  A black clutch purse will be carried with all evening dress uniforms and may be carried with blue dress "A"/"B" uniforms.

Necktab.  The necktab will extend parallel to the shirt collar with equal amounts showing on both sides.  No fabric should be visible under the lower edge of the collar.

Green service necktabs will be worn when the

· Long sleeve khaki shirt is worn with the service "A" or "B" uniforms 

· Short sleeve shirt is worn with the service "A" uniform

Black necktabs will be worn by enlisted Marines with the blue dress "A", "B", "C," and blue-white dress "A" or "B" uniforms.

Officers will wear scarlet necktabs with the blue dress, blue-white dress, and white dress uniforms, except that the black necktab will be worn with the blue dress "C" uniform and when slacks are worn with the blue dress "A," "B," or "C" uniforms.

Umbrella.  Women may carry an all-black, plain standard or collapsible umbrella at their option during inclement weather with the service and dress uniforms.  Umbrellas may not be used or carried in formation nor carried with the utility uniform.

Grooming Standards.

Men's Hair.  Men's hair shall be zero to three inches in length (zero at the collar and three on top) with no eccentricities.  No beards are permitted.  Mustaches will be neatly trimmed.

Women.
	Nail polish
	Non eccentric nail polish colors, to include colorless nail polish, may be worn with all uniforms.

	Make-up
	· Will be applied conservatively

· Will compliment the individual complexion and tone

	Hair
	· No eccentricities in the manner of wearing head, facial, or body hair will be permitted. 

· If applied, dyes, tints, bleaches, and frostings that result in natural colors and complement the complexion tone are authorized.

· Hair may touch the collar but will not fall below the lower edge of the collar.

· Hair will be styled so as not to interfere with the proper wear of the uniform headgear.  It must not show under the brim of any headgear.

· Faddish styles are prohibited to include

· Shaved portions of the scalp other than the neckline

· Designs cut in the hair

· Lopsided or unbalanced hair

· Unsecured ponytails

· Multiple braiding is authorized.

· Barrettes, combs, rubber bands, etc. are authorized if concealed by the hair. 

· Inconspicuous hair and bobby pins are authorized.

· Hair nets are only authorized for specific types of duty.


Excerpts from Technical Manual P10120.15-1A, Marine Corps Uniform Fitting and Alteration Manual and 

MCO 1020.34F, Marine Corps Uniform Regulations.

[image: image7.png]RANK INSIGNIA:

*\ Centered on Each Side
of Collar Parallel and
1?? from the Front Edge

TIE CLASP:

Centered Between
3rd and 4th Buttons

ALL WEATHER COAT

LENGTH:

Should be Even with 2 Point
Halfway Between Midcalf and
the Back of the Knee

BACK:

2 t0 3’7 Excess

Material Under the
Belt to Form Pleating
Eifect

SERVICE COAT

RANK INSIGNIA:

Outer Edge of the Insignia 3/4"" from
the Arm Hole on the Center Line of
Each Shoulder Strap

Badge Centered 1/8"" from Top of
Pocket, Ribbons 1/8" from Top of
Badge

{




[image: image8.jpg]MARINE CORPS UNIFORM REGULATIONS
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[image: image17.jpg]TABLE 2-2. — - Types and Components of Authorized Uniforms for Male Officers.

MARINE CORPS UNIFORM REGULATIONS

her coat during winter uniform period.

et cumerbund for all other officers.
may be prescribed.

Scarl:

or wear with all-weather coat/tanker jacket during winter uniform period.
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per paragraph 3014
L per paragraph 7013.

sweater optional per paragraph 3029.

required or prescribed.
Black gloves always worn or carried with all-weat

Scarlet waistcoat for general officers only.
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Black gloves optional during winter uniform period unless all-weather coat is worn.
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Dark blue trousers for general officers.
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Tanker jacket optional per pari

ECWCS parka optional
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