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LAW OF WAR/CODE OF CONDUCT

The Evolution of the Law of War.  The Law of War is defined as "that part of international law that regulates the conduct of armed hostilities..." (JCS Pub. 1)

In ancient warfare, conflict was characterized by total, unrestrained violence.  Defeated forces and civilian populations were often subjected to wholesale extermination, torture, and slavery.

During the late Middle Ages, war became a cultural event that was studied from both a philosophical and technical perspective:

· Military and political leaders began to recognize that unlimited warfare was counterproductive in light of most war aims.

· Customary acts began to become internationally accepted practices

· Formal declarations of war

· Prisoner exchanges

· Protection of civilians and non-combatants

· Continuing communication between belligerents through neutral third parties

· Combat came to be viewed as a means of achieving specific objectives.  Arbitrary destruction gave way to controlled violence.

Modern View.  The means employed in fighting a war are limited to the extent that they do not exceed that which is necessary to achieve the enemy's submission.  Simply put, Marines are to kill or destroy that which needs to be killed or destroyed to accomplish their military missions; but also to avoid killing or destroying that which does not need to be killed or destroyed in the accomplishment of those same missions.

Many conflicts Marines have fought in during this century have involved enemy forces and nations who have not conformed their conduct to the recognized requirements of international law during hostilities:

· World War II (Japan):  57 percent of captured Americans died

· Korea:  43 percent of captured Americans died

· Vietnam:  Captured Americans were abused and tortured.  Firm casualty figures among American POWs will probably never be available.

· Southwest Asia:  Due in all likelihood to the brief period of hostilities, no captured Americans died, but most were harshly treated, severely beaten, and in the case of at least one female POW, sexually abused.

Why is the law of war important to American fighting forces?

· Complements the principles of war

· Objective

· Mass

· Economy of force

· Applies to all conflicts no matter how described; a "declaration of war" is not required.  Law of war even applies to internal conflict.

· Violations of the law of war can adversely impact the country, the perpetrators, and the war effort

· Propaganda value to the enemy

· Criminal prosecution of violators and, potentially, their commanders

· Loss of domestic support for conflict

· Marines should be aware of their rights, if captured

Concepts Underlying the Law of War

· Military necessity.  The principle of military necessity justifies the employment of that degree or kind of violence not forbidden by international law required to secure the timely submission of the enemy.

· Proportionality.  Force in which the nature, duration, and scope of the engagement does not exceed that which is required to decisively counter the hostile act or demonstrated hostile intent.

· Avoid unnecessary suffering.  Although suffering cannot be eliminated in war, the need to exercise a degree of restraint in combat is recognized, so that destruction is limited to that which is necessary, relevant, and proportionate to the accomplishment of legitimate military missions

Purposes of the Law of War

· Prevent unnecessary suffering (see above).

· Safeguard certain fundamental human rights of persons involved in a conflict

· Prisoners of war

· Sick and wounded; shipwrecked

· Civilians

· Facilitate the restoration of peace

Sources of the Law of War

Treaties Signed by the United States

· Hague Rules of 1907

· Geneva Conventions of 1949 (four separate conventions)

· Protection of the sick and wounded on land

· Protection of the sick, wounded, and shipwrecked at sea

· Treatment of prisoners of war

· Protection of civilians during time of war

International Custom.  As evidence of a general practice accepted as law:

· A practice by a number of nations with reference to a type of situation falling within the domain of international relations

· Continuous practice over a long period of time

· Conception that the practice is required by, or is consistent with, prevailing international law

· General acquiescence by other nations

Codified International Law.  Many customary practices are eventually codified, as is the case of most of the contents of the Geneva Conventions.  
Codified international law (for ex. Geneva Conventions) can become so widely accepted that it is considered "customary," even for nations who are not yet a party to a particular international agreement.

Classification of Persons on the Field of Battle

Protected Persons

· Prisoners of war

· Combatants (those participants who are lawfully entitled to engage in hostilities)

· Members of the armed forces

· Members of regular militia and volunteer units

· Members of lawful irregular partisan or guerrilla units

· Levee en masse (inhabitants of a non-occupied nation, who, when the enemy approaches, spontaneously take up arms to resist the invading force)

· No time to form into regular units

· Carry arms openly

· Respect the law of war

· Noncombatants (Persons who accompany the armed forces without actually being a member of those forces.)

NOTE:   The trend in international law is to treat civilians accompanying forces in the field as combatants.  U.S. position is they are noncombatants.

· War correspondents

· Supply contractors and technical representatives

· Members of labor units

· Persons responsible for the welfare of the armed forces (USO entertainers, etc.)

· Retained personnel (a special classification)

· Members of the class of

· Medical personnel who regularly engage in the collection, transport, and treatment of the sick and wounded

· Chaplains and their assistants

· Status

· Not POWs, but given every protection accorded to POWs

· Should be permitted to move from compound to compound, as required, to provide care for POWs

· Should not be compelled to do any work unrelated to their religious or medical duties

· Recognition symbols

· Red Cross

· Red Crescent

· Red Star of David (an Israeli national symbol that is not internationally recognized as a Red Cross equivalent; international community desires to prevent proliferation of symbols)

· Civilians who abstain from the fighting

Unprotected Persons

· Spies

· Spying is not a violation of the law of war, but spies are liable to be tried criminally under the laws of whatever nation in which they are caught

· Three conditions must be met to prove that a person is a spy

· Act clandestinely and under false pretenses

· Obtain or attempt to obtain information

· Intend to communicate this information to a hostile party

· Guerrillas, saboteurs, and partisans.  Individuals or groups falling into these categories are not protected persons unless they meet the following four conditions:

· Act under the command of a responsible leader

· Wear a fixed, distinct uniform or sign that is recognizable at a distance

· Carry arms openly

· Obey the law of war

Detained Persons.  Any person who comes into the custody of a belligerent and whose status is unclear is treated as a protected person until a determination of status is made.

Handling Captives

Prisoners of War.  Rights and obligations under the Geneva Convention (see Appendix A).

Wounded Prisoners
· Triage at the same time as your own wounded

· Provide adequate medical care

· No legal requirement to treat wounded civilians who are not POWs

NOTE:   No requirement to search for wounded civilians, but many nations have ratified Protocol I to the Geneva Convention that requires treating civilians who come to an aid station.  U.S. has not ratified.

Processing Prisoners.  The five basic steps described in the table below.

	Step
	Action

	1
	Search

· Weapons

· Intelligence materials

· Identification (must be returned)

· Cannot take

· Identification cards or tags

· Individual protective equipment

· Food (unless provided by the capturing unit)

· Medical (individual aid) kits

	2
	Segregate

· Officer/enlisted

· Male/female

· Military/civilians

· Protected/unprotected


	Step
	Action

	3
	Silence

· Prevents planning of escape attempts

· Prevents attempts by superiors to influence subordinates

· Damages prisoner morale

	4
	Speed

· Get prisoners to the rear as quickly as possible

	5
	Safeguard

· Protect from the effects of combat

· Protect from hostile civilians

· Protect from other prisoners


Preventing Acts of Misconduct Toward POWs, the Sick, Wounded, and Civilians.  Emphasize the tactical significance of your presence.

Remind Marines that they are present in a given area only because of military necessity:

· Tactical situations may dictate confrontation with the enemy; criminal conduct, however, is intolerable and will be dealt with swiftly.

· Properly treated, the civilian populace may be a prime source of intelligence information.

Reinforce basic law of war instruction.

Stress normal behavior:

· Maintain high standards of military courtesy, discipline, hygiene, and moral conduct.

· Keep your Marines informed.

· Prevent personal wars or vendettas.

· Be watchful for signs of personality disorder.

Prevent boredom by keeping your Marines active:

· Refit and retrain

· Alternate activities

Leadership:

· Set the example by being absolutely correct in your treatment of enemy POWs, detainees, and civilians.

· Establish, announce, and enforce your standards.

· Provide for the welfare of your Marines.

Code of Conduct.  During the Korean War the first intensive use of psychological warfare against Americans resulted in forty American prisoners "going over" to the enemy and refusing repatriation following the end of hostilities.  The President promulgated the Code of Conduct shortly after the Korean War as a reminder to each member of the American Armed Forces of who and what they are, and what is expected of them if they become prisoners of war.

The Code is not law; rather, it is a set of ethical principles to which service members should aspire.  The Code applies under all armed conflict conditions, including terrorist incidents.

Specifically designed to be memorized, the Code has undergone several minor modifications, the last of which made the Code gender-neutral (see Appendix B).  The six articles of the Code of Conduct are described in the table below.

	Article
	Description

	I
	A statement of faith

	II
	· Requires resistance so long as the means exist.

· Surrender is considered involuntary if you

· No longer have the ability to inflict casualties on the enemy

· Have no ability or opportunity to evade

	III
	· Resisting the enemy is a duty that continues after capture

· POW's duty to resist does not extend to disobedience of those rules designed to ensure their health, like camp sanitation

· Escape is a duty

· Escapes in which no enemy is injured or killed may not be punished, except administratively

· Killing enemy soldiers or civilians while effecting an escape can be criminally prosecuted

· Escape is most feasible immediately after capture

· At the time of capture, POWs are in the best physical condition that they are likely to be in during captivity

· POWs are better clothed at the time of capture than they are likely to be at any later time during captivity

· Initial captors will probably not be trained in the handling of POWs

· Parole:  A promise to the enemy that, in exchange for favorable treatment, no attempt to escape will be made

	IV
	· Requires American POWs to remain loyal to one another

· Imperative to develop a method of communication among POWs and to ensure that everyone subject to an interrogation is telling the same story

· Senior ranking officer, regardless of service, must take charge and establish a chain of command.  Exception:  chaplains and medical personnel will normally not take command

	V
	POWs

· Now required to give name, rank, service number and date of birth

· May also respond to questions regarding the general state of their health or nature of injuries

· Should evade answering questions to the utmost of their ability.  Prisoners are required to resist answering questions up to the point that they risk permanent physical damage or loss of mental faculties

· If "broken" at interrogation under intense coercion, "bounce back" (don’t dwell on it) and continue to resist

NOTE:   Statements admitting to the commission of war crimes or other misconduct could cost a prisoner the protection afforded by POW status

	VI
	A reaffirmation of faith


Illegal Orders

Orders are presumed to be legal.  Training is aimed at preventing issuance of illegal orders.

Examples of Illegal Orders

· Kill prisoners

· Mutilate bodies

How to React to an Illegal Order

· Clarify

· Refuse

· Report

· Chain of command (bypassing the superior who issued the order)

· Military police

· Judge advocate

· Chaplain

Rules of Engagement (ROEs)

Definition.  Rules of engagement are directives a competent military authority issues that delineates the circumstances and limitations under which forces will initiate and/or continue combat engagement with other forces encountered.

Purposes

· Provide guidance to deployed forces for controlling the level of the fighting, should a threat, crisis or actual combat arise.

· Rules of engagement are established for military, political, and legal purposes.

Considerations

· ROEs provide parameters for unit commanders and individual Marines to make judgment calls with regard to a possible threat.

· ROEs seldom, if ever, will state in explicit detail when force may be utilized; such a decision is subject to myriad factors that the person responsible for facing the threat must determine.

· As such, ROEs should not be regarded as a comprehensive checklist of events that must occur before force can be used.

Policy.  The two forms of ROE are

· Standing ROEs

· JCS issued in 1994; updated 15 January 2000

· For CINCs

· Apply at all times

· Give all service-members the inherent right and obligation to self defense

· Supplemental ROEs

· Promulgated for particular operations

· Commander of a particular operation requests supplemental ROE

· Developed in light of mission and situation for a particular operation

· National Command Authority (NCA) must approve

· Permits for the use of force in self-defense in three circumstances—against 

· The use of force (hostile act)

· An imminent use of force (hostile intent)

· A continuing threat (hostile force)

A key issue is determining hostile intent, which has been defined in the JCS SROE as 

“...the threat of the imminent use of force by a foreign force or terrorist unit against the U.S., U.S. forces, and in certain circumstances, U.S. citizens... and their property.  Also, the threat of force to preclude or impede the mission and/or duties of US forces, including the recovery of US personnel or vital USG property.”

Self-defense against an imminent threat creates an obligation on the part of a commander to respond.  For example, the SROE was written as follows

· Before the attack on the USS Stark (pre-Stark):  "Nothing in these rules negates a commander's right to take all necessary and appropriate action for his unit's self defense."

· Post-Stark:  "These rules do not limit a commander's inherent authority and obligation to use all necessary means available and take all appropriate action in self-defense of the commander's unit and other U.S. forces in the vicinity."

Once a hostile intent is present or a hostile act occurs, the SROE provides that all service members have an obligation to use all necessary means available and appropriate action in self-defense.

APPENDIX A

Prisoners of War: Rights and Obligations Under the Geneva Convention

Introduction

Throughout most of history, members of a military force captured by an enemy had no rights at all.  Completely at the mercy of their captors, prisoners of war were killed, tortured, enslaved, held for ransom, and otherwise mistreated.  Even after it became the custom to keep prisoners alive, the lack of any accepted standard of treatment led to continued abuses.  During the American Revolution, for example, as many as 12,000 American prisoners may have died due to the poor conditions on British prison ships. 

This experience led the United States government to have an early interest in the rights of prisoners of war.  One of our first international agreements, a 1785 treaty with the Kingdom of Prussia, contained detailed rules (drafted by Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson) to improve treatment of prisoners of war.  These rules were later included in other America treaties, including the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo ending the war with Mexico.

The first attempt to write down all the applicable rules and laws of war, including those dealing with prisoners, was also an American effort.  In 1863, the U.S. Army issued General Order No. 100, which laid out all the laws, rules and customs accepted at that time.

Since then, the United States has continued to act as a leader among the world's nations in developing and expanding the rights and responsibilities of prisoners of war and their captors.  At present, these rights are contained in the 1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War.

Two Practical Reasons Why a Member of the Armed Forces Should Know About the Geneva Convention

First, in any combat situation you must be ready to capture and control enemy prisoners until they are sent to permanent prisoner of war camps.  The Geneva Convention tells us how to treat prisoners.  Fear of mistreatment is the greatest single deterrent to surrender.  Atrocities embitter and strengthen the will of the enemy, resulting in prolonged resistance.  Decent treatment of prisoners encourages others to surrender.

The second reason is also related to duty but in a more personal way.  Under the Code of Conduct, a U.S. Armed Forces member cannot voluntarily choose to become a prisoner of war.  But it is recognized that we sometimes may be captured against our will, because of overwhelming enemy force and a lack of further means to resist.  If you should ever become a prisoner of war, knowing your rights and duties under the Geneva Convention could help you.

The Geneva Conventions

The Geneva Convention dealing with prisoners of war is one of four international agreements written at the same time in 1949.  The four Conventions together are known as the Geneva Conventions For the Protection of War Victims.

While the Convention on prisoners of war is our main subject, it will be helpful to look briefly at all four Conventions.

On August 12, 1949 at Geneva, Switzerland, representatives of 61 nations, including the United States, completed work on these four international agreements.  Each agreement, called a Convention was designed to establish humane standards of treatment for military personnel or civilians in time of war.  The Conventions are now recognized as binding by most of the nations of the world.  These include Russia, the People's Republic of China, and other countries of the Communist world.  The Conventions came into force for the United States on February 2, 1955.

Three of these four Conventions merely updated earlier international agreements—dating back about 100 years—dealing with the same subject.  One deals with the protection of sick and wounded personnel at sea and those who become shipwrecked.  The most widely known of three Conventions revised in 1949 is the one we are most concerned with in this appendix:  the Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. 

The fourth Convention, entirely new in 1949, is the Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.  Its purpose is to reduce the unnecessary suffering of civilian noncombatants caught in the turbulence of war.

The four Conventions are long and complex, and even experts argue over what they mean.  They do however, lay down several basic rules for treatment of all protected persons, whether sick, wounded, shipwrecked, prisoners of war, or civilians.  These basic rules are

"Once armed conflict breaks out, the Conventions are applicable in all circumstances.  The following are prohibited at all times and in all places:  torture, execution without regular trial, and all cruel and degrading treatment.

Reprisals on persons protected by the Conventions (e.g., POWs, civilians in occupied territory, etc.) are forbidden.

No one may renounce or be forced to renounce the protection accorded to that person by the Conventions.

Protected persons must at all times be able to have resort to a Protecting Power (the neutral State responsible for safeguarding their interests), and to the International Committee of the Red Cross or any other qualified humanitarian agency.”

NOTE:   The International Committee of the Red Cross, composed of Swiss citizens, is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, a traditionally neutral country.  It is not the same as the National Red Cross societies of the various countries of the world, which are sometimes under the control of the local government.

Who are Prisoners of War?

The Convention on Prisoners of War (POWs) applies to all members of the armed forces who fall into enemy hands, from the time of capture until they are released and repatriated.  The term "armed forces" includes regular forces, activated reserves and militia (such as the National Guard), and some, but not all, guerrilla and resistance fighters.

Under the Convention, only a "competent tribunal" of the capturing nation (the "Detaining Power") may determine whether a person is entitled to be a POW or not.  Everyone who is captured or detained during a conflict should therefore be treated as the Geneva POW Convention requires until the proper tribunal can judge his or her case.

Rights, Privileges, Obligations

All captives, civilian or military, must be disarmed, thoroughly searched, and carefully guarded.  They must be treated humanely, without distinction based on race, color, religious belief, or other reason.  The murder, mutilation, or torture of a civilian or a prisoner of war, besides being a crime, is a serious violation of the Convention.  Prisoners may not be humiliated or degraded.  They must be protected against all acts of violence, insults, public curiosity, and reprisals of any kind.

All captives should be treated alike:  privileged treatment may be accorded only on grounds of poor health, advanced age, military rank, or certain professional qualifications.  Women captives must be treated as well as male prisoners.  They must also be provided with any special care required because of their sex.  Captured medical personnel and chaplains are not considered to be prisoners of war.  They must be allowed to carry on their normal work for the benefit of prisoners and cannot be required to perform any other work.  Chaplains in particular should have maximum freedom to minister to the religious needs of prisoners.

Evacuation of prisoners of war from the battle area must be carried out as swiftly, safely, and humanely as possible.  While awaiting such movement, prisoners must not be exposed unnecessarily to danger.

At the end of active hostilities, prisoners must be released and repatriated without delay.

Prisoners of war, if questioned, are required to give name, age, rank, and service number.  They may not be compelled to give other information.  While it is all right to question POWs, no harm, threats, discomfort, or torture may be inflicted to obtain information from them.  POWs must be allowed to retain their identity cards and papers, but any other military documents they have may be seized.

The Detaining Power should provide for prisoners of war free of charge, adequate food and clothing, quarters as good as those of its own troops, and the medical care their state of health demands.

As soon as possible after capture, and in no case later than a week after the person reaches a prisoner-of-war camp, each prisoner must be allowed, at the least, to send out the "capture card" described by the Convention (see illustration below).  This postcard informs next-of-kin of the POW's whereabouts and state of health.  An American POW may complete this standard card without fear of violating the Code of Conduct or any military order.













Capture Card

The Enemy In Your Hands

The United States requires its military forces to obey the Geneva Conventions.  This has been our policy even when the enemy has blatantly violated the Conventions and has refused POW status to captured Americans.  Even in those circumstances, we have found it better for the United States to continue to apply the Geneva Conventions rather than descend to the enemy's level.

If you are involved in an armed conflict or war, you will therefore be expected to treat anyone you capture humanely and in accordance with the terms of the Conventions.  A deliberate violation of the Conventions may subject you to disciplinary action, including trial by court-martial under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  If you discover that someone else has violated the Conventions, report the incident in accordance with the regulations and directives of your service.

Work By Prisoners

Prisoners of war, with the exception of officers, may be forced to work.  They may not be forced to do military work nor work which is dangerous, unhealthy, or degrading.  They must be paid.  Officer prisoners and "persons of equivalent status" may not be compelled to work but may request to work if they choose.  Noncommissioned officers "shall only be required to do supervisory work," but may request other kinds of work.  Enlisted prisoners may be forced to perform specified kinds of work described in the Convention as

· Administration, maintenance, and installation of the camp

· Agriculture

· Industries connected with raw material and manufacturing (but not metallurgical, chemical, or machinery industries)

· Public works and construction which have no military character or purpose

· Transport and handling of stores that are not military in character or purpose

· Public utility services which have no military character or purpose

· Commercial business and arts and crafts

· Domestic service

Complaints

The text of the Convention must be posted in each camp in a language(s) all POWs understand, so that prisoners may at all times be aware of their rights and duties.  POWs have the right to complain to representatives of the Protecting Power who are authorized, as Delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross, to visit the camps and talk with them either directly or through their representative.

In all prisoner groups containing no officer prisoner, the prisoners choose their spokesman or representative by secret ballot every six months.  The prisoner's representative may appear before the military authorities, the Protecting Power, the ICRC, and other organizations authorized to assist them.  Under the Code of Conduct, American prisoner representatives should follow the leadership and obey the orders of the senior POW.

In camps for officer prisoners or in camps for both officer and enlisted prisoners, the Convention provides that the senior officer must be recognized as prisoners' representative for the camp.

Discipline

Military discipline continues in a prisoner-of-war camp.  The Convention provides that prisoners are required to salute higher-ranking officers of the Detaining Power (the enemy) and the camp commander regardless of the commander's rank.

The provisions of the Uniform Code of Military Justice and other U.S. laws continue to apply to members of the U.S. Armed Forces while they are prisoners of war.  The Code of Conduct sets forth standards of conduct for Americans, which reinforce these legal controls.  All American POWs must obey the legal orders of the senior POW in the camp regardless of that person's service.

During captivity, prisoners are subject to the military laws of their own nations and those of the Detaining Power.  The Detaining Power may try the prisoner for offenses committed either during captivity or before capture.  A POW may not be punished simply because of having fought against the enemy before capture.  The prisoner may, however, be punished for having personally violated the Conventions, for example by having tortured an enemy POW or civilian.  The prisoner must be tried by the same courts as try members of the armed forces of the Detaining Power and must be given the same procedural rights as members of that state's armed forces.  In addition, a prisoner must be given notice of the charges against him or her; be allowed the assistance of a lawyer (either of the prisoner's own choice or appointed), one fellow prisoner, and interpreter; and be allowed to call witnesses in his or her defense.

The Geneva Convention also limits the amount of nonjudicial punishment, which can be given for minor offenses (including an escape attempt not involving violence), to 30 days confinement and extra duties and deprivation of privileges for similar periods.  Unless a prisoner injures someone, an enemy court cannot try the prisoner simply for trying to escape or helping others to escape.  The Conventions recognize that it is a POW's duty to try to escape. 

Even if convicted by the Detaining Power, a prisoner still retains the general rights of a POW during imprisonment as far as food, clothing, mail, and medical care are concerned.  Most Communist nations have, however, stated that they will not follow this rule with respect to POWs convicted of  "war crimes."  While the United States has rejected this position, the practical effect is that if a Communist nation should convict a POW of violating the law of war ("war crimes"), the person must be prepared for possible treatment as an ordinary criminal in the jails of the Detaining Power.

During the conflict in Southeast Asia, the North Vietnamese refused to apply the Geneva Convention to American POWs.  According to North Vietnam, all American prisoners were war criminals.  As the U.S. government repeatedly pointed out, however, the Communist statements properly apply only to prisoners convicted of war crimes after a fair trial, not to those who have only been accused, as was the case of the American prisoners in North Vietnam.

A prisoner of war may never be subjected to reprisals.  That is, a POW may never be punished for a crime someone else committed and in which the prisoner did not participate.

Making the Convention Work

The United States and our allies follow the Convention closely.  We support it because it establishes human rights that are in harmony with our national beliefs and traditions.  We recognize that the Convention is part of our law and of international law.

Full compliance with the POW Convention is not always easy, especially in the heat of battle.  Nevertheless, your country expects it of you.  Our national reputation and your own well-being are at stake.

APPENDIX B

Code of Conduct for Members Of The Armed Forces Of The United States

Article I

I am an American fighting in the forces, which guard our way of life.  I am prepared to give my life in their defense.

Article II

I will never surrender of my own free will.  If in command, I will never surrender my men while they still have the means to resist.

Article III

If I am captured, I will continue to resist by all means available.  I will make every effort to escape and aid others to escape.  I will accept neither parole nor special favors.

Article IV

If I become a prisoner of war, I will keep faith with my fellow prisoners.  I will give no information nor take part in any action, which might be harmful to my comrades.  If I am senior, I will take command.  If not, I will obey the lawful orders of those appointed over me and will back them up in every way.

Article V

When questioned, should I become a prisoner of war, I am required to give name, rank, service number, and date of birth.  I will evade answering further questions to the utmost of my ability.  I will make no oral or written statements disloyal to my country and its allies harmful to their cause.

Article VI

I will never forget that I am an American fighting for freedom, responsible for my actions, and dedicated to the principles, which made my country free.  I will trust in my god and in the United States of America.




PRISONER OF WAR MAIL





CAPTURE CARD FOR PRISONER OF WAR





Postage free








IMPORTANT





     This card must be completed by each prisoner immediately after being taken prisoner and each time his address is changed (by reason of transfer to a hospital or to another camp).





     This card is distinct from the special card which each prisoner is allowed to send to his relatives.











CENTRAL PRISONERS


 OF WAR AGENCY








INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE


OF THE RED CROSS











GENEVA





SWITZERLAND











Write legibly and in block letters





1.	Power on which the


	prisoner depends ___________________ 





2.	Name                            3.  First name (in full)                    4.  First name of father


	__________________      _________________________      ________________


5.	Date of birth  ______________  6.  Place of birth  ________________________


7.	Rank  ____________________________________________________________


8.	Service number  ___________________________________________________


9.	Address of next of kin  ______________________________________________





*10.  Taken prisoner on:  (or)


         Coming from (Camp No., hospital etc.)  ________________________________


*11.  (a) Good health—(b) Not wounded—(c) Recovered—


         (d) Convalescent—(e) Sick—(f) Slightly wounded—


         (g) Seriously wounded.





12.  My present address is:  Prisoner No.  ___________________________________


      Name of camp  _____________________________________________________


13.  Date  __________________  14.  Signature  _____________________________





*Strike out what is not applicable—Do not add any remarks—


See explanations overleaf
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