CONDUCT OR WAR 


 B0303

          

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

The Basic School

Marine Corps Combat Development Command

Quantico, Virginia 22134-5019

B0301

THEORY OF WAR

Student Handout

Our vision of leading is linked directly to our common vision of warfighting, which needs leaders devoted to leading, capable of independent and bold action, who are willing and eager to assume new and sometimes daunting responsibilities – not because they may succeed, but because the Corps must succeed.

 ( MCRP 6-11, Leading Marines, p. 25

1. Introduction

a.   The Marine Corps exists for the sole purpose of fighting and winning our nation’s battles.  A class on theory of war may 

seem out of place at a basic officer course especially if the focus at that school is small unit tactics and the mastery of combat skills.    In addition to a mastery of combat skills, all Marines, especially officers, must have an appreciation of what war is, how Marines think about war, and  appreciate how our view of war is  different from others’.  Our approach to, and our understanding of the nature of combat, will affect the outcomes of war and will influence how we organize, equip and fight.  
Equally important is the fact, borne out by the history of warfare, that how and what an institution thinks about the nature of war has direct impact on how the institution identifies effective combat skills and how it trains to achieve those combat skills.  If we get the theory wrong, we will not be as effective a fighting force. Losing battles is not in the vocabulary of the US Marine.

b. No one will come to understand war after a few readings, some discussions and a lecture or two.  Studying the art of 

war involves lifetime study.  Lawyers study law.  Physicians study medicine.  Marines study war.  Your study of the theory, nature and conduct of war is designed to make you think about your chosen profession—student of the art of war.  You will discover throughout your career, however long it is, that in your study and reading about your profession there are always more questions than answers.  That is good.  When this happens, it is an indicator that you are thinking about war. 

2.  Learning Objectives
ELO: 01.08.01a.  Given a tactical scenario, discuss the nature of war as it relates to that scenario, using the warfighting philosophy in MCDP 1 as the framework for the discussion.

ELO: 01.08.01b.  Given a tactical scenario, discuss the theory of war as it relates to that scenario, using the warfighting philosophy in MCDP 1 as the framework for the discussion


3.
Student Requirements:

a.     Read MCDP-1, (Warfighting), Chapters 1 & 2.

b. Read MCDP-6 (Command and Control), Chapter 2.

c. Read MCRP 6-11  (Leading Marines), Chapter 3.

d. Read “Thoughts About Maneuver Warfare,” John F. Antal; Maneuver Warfare Anthology, Hooker, et. al, pp 57-73.

e. Read Infantry in Battle, Chapter 1, Rules.

f. Read Soldier’s Load and Mobility of a Nation, S.L.A. Marshall,  pp. 92-120.


g.     Review Armed Forces Officer, Chapter 17, 18 & 19.

  
h.    Read Appendix A.

4. Other Requirements
    
a.  
Apply the theory of war to tactical scenarios, TDGs, STEXs, in FEXs and other training events while at TBS.  Understand the nature of war concurrently with the development of your tactical judgment and decision-making skills.

b. 
Use the issues for consideration to guide your thoughts and discussion in the Theory & Nature of War small group discussion (BO301.1).

5. Other References.  Maneuver Warfare Handbook, Bill Lind.  MCDP 1-3, Tactics.
6. Issues to consider
a. What is war?  

b. What is war like?   

c. What are the “forces” of war? What is the relationship between the physical, mental and moral forces?  

Which is more important in combat, careful planning or the willingness to take action and accept risk?

d. Ultimately which force has the greatest influence on whether we win or lose?

e. What are the “principles” of war?  
Where do they come from and are they important?

f. What is the spectrum of conflict?  Why is understanding the spectrum of conflict significant to 

commanders?

g. What are the levels of war?  How does one know in what level he is operating?  Is there such a thing as a 

strategic corporal or a strategic lieutenant?

h. What are the two different approaches to war, or styles of war?   What is the relationship between our 

approach to war and the command and control theory?  In war, which is more important, attaining certainty of information before action or taking action quickly on available information?

i. What happened in May 1940 in France that illustrates how two armies with very different theories and 

approaches to war conducted war? 

j. What is doctrine?  What are tactics?  What are techniques?  What are procedures?  

What are the differences between them?  Why are the differences important to a Marine leader?   

k. What is the role of technology in war?  Can technology change the nature of war?  Should we change our

approach to war when technology changes?   What are examples of what happens to a military institution when it doesn’t change?

       l.  Can combat situations be solved by rule?  Is success in combat decided by formula?
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